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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1. Claims 18-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point 
out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicants 
regard as the invention. There is no antecedent basis for the 
term "the particle" in claim 18. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate 
paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the 
rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this 
country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the 
invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a 
printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one 
year prior to the date of application for patent in the 
United States. 

Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(a) and 
(e) as being anticipated by Yabuki et al. Yabuki et al. (see 
particularly paragraphs 11, 83-108, 110, 111, 115) disclose 
photothermographic elements comprising silver iodide grains with 
over 40% iodide. The grains are reduction sensitized during 
crystal growth or grain growth. Chemical sensitizing using 
chalcogen compounds is also disclosed as well as metal complexes. 
The addition of compounds that generate two electrons is also 
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disclosed. 

3. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Yamamoto '175, Oka et al. '925 or Oka et al. 
'288. The applied references have a common assignee with the 
instant application. Based upon the earlier effective U.S. 
filing dates of the references, they constitute prior art under 
35 U.S.C. § 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) 
might be overcome either by a showing under 37 CFR 1.132 that any 
invention disclosed but not claimed in the reference was derived 
from the inventor of this application and is thus not the 
invention "by another, " or by an appropriate showing under 37 CFR 
1.131. Yamamoto et al. (see particularly paragraphs 170-179), 
Oka et al. '925 (see particularly paragraphs 44, 45, 56, 65-76, 
27-34) and Oka et al. '288 (see particularly paragraphs 20-24, 
27, 40, 41, 67-70, 209-218, 236-243, 642-649, 750-765) disclose 
photothermographic elements comprising silver iodide grains with 
over 40% iodide which are reduction sensitized preferably during 
grain growth. Chemical sensitizing using chalcogen and gold 
compounds, the incorporation of metal compounds or complexes and 
the use of compounds that release electrons are also disclosed. 

4. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(a) as 
being anticipated by Oka et al . '288. Oka et al. '288 (see 
particularly paragraphs 20-24, 41, 40, 67-70, 209-218, 219, 227, 
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236-243, 642-649, 750-765) discloses photothermographic elements 
comprising silver halide grains with over 40% iodide which are 
reduction sensitized preferably during grain formation. Oka et 
al. also discloses using chalcogen and gold sensitizers, metal or 
metal complexes and compounds that release electrons in their 
silver halide emulsions. 

5. Clais et al. is cited of interest in the art as 
disclosing reduction sensitizing of silver halide grains. Fukui 
et al. '216, Nariuki et al . '926, Nariuki et al. '785, Nariuki et 
al. M99 and Goto et al. are cited of interest in the art as 
disclosing photothermographic elements containing silver halide 
grains with over 40% iodide which may be chemically sensitized 
after grain formation. Mifune '457 is cited of interest in the 
art as disclosing the sulfur and gold chemical sensitizing of 
silver iodide grains for photothermographic elements. British 
Patent 1422057, Siga et al., Uytterhoven et al. and Dankosh et 
al. are cited of interest in the art as disclosing 
photothermographic elements containing silver halide grains with 
over 40% iodide. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be 
directed to Mr. Schilling at telephone number (571) 272-1335. 
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